(as well as Greek) centers of learning
in the fourth and fifth centuries, but also
the first attempts to invent an Armenian
alphabet were made in connection with
Syrian centers of learning, and even after
the invention of the alphabet the first at-
tempt at translation is connected with the
Syriac literature.

These spiritual affinities should be
kept in mind to understand the origin of
Armenian Christian arhitecture and its sim-
ilarities to the art subjected to Syro-Meso-
potamian Hellenism. This affinity is made
even clearer by the Armenian sepulchral
steles of the IV-VIth centuries, which we
shall study in the following part.
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