viii A Clwonacle of the Carmelites in Persia

Hermits, 1603, to Isfahan—war between Persia and Turkey, 1604—7—conquest of the lower
Caucasus region by the Persians—temporary collapse in provinces of Asiatic Turkey by
rebellions—overrunning Armenia Major, *Abbas I removes the Armenian population, and
founds for some of them a new Julfa outside Isfahan—indiscretions by the Augustinians awaken
the Shah’s ill-will and suspicions—complaints of Abbas I against the Portuguese, in Hurmuz
especially : : - 3 - g ’ ) : g .

Organization and start, 1604, of the Carmelite mission, and letters of the Pope recommending
them—obstruction and sufferings in Russia—survivors of the party reach Persian soil, 1607—
entertainment and honours showed them by Persian officials on the road to Isfahan—the
conflict between missionary humility and their status as envoys—the first meeting with Robert
Sherley—suspicions of *Abbas I, and the audiences given to the Carmelites—their Superior
asks for Robert Sherley to be permitted to return to Europe, and himself leaves, 1608, for
Rome—the communications which passed between Isfahan and Rome—hazardous journey
of Fr. Paul Simon via Baghdad—Pope Paul V urges king of Spain to action against the Turks,
sending Fr. Paul Simon as his delegate—Robert Sherley arrives in Rome and Spain—account
of Sherley, his Catholicism, and marriage, and journey to European Courts—his ‘memorial’
to Pope Paul V, 160g, annotated by the Popc—proposcd Jomt action agamst the Turks—
Sherley in England : ; ]

Description of Persia and habits of the people by Fr. Paul Simon—the Armenians and their
transplantation—Shah *Abbas I's methods of dispatchmg busmeé&—appralscmcnt of him and
his resources < : 4 ; >

Difficulties and needs for the new mission defined by Fr. John Thaddeus—unstable disposition
and character of *Abbas I, and the Carmelites prepare to move to Hurmuz—pressure of the
Shah on the Armenians of Julfa, and his indecorous habits—his annoyance over the arbitrary
actions of the Portuguese officers at Hurmuz—description of the journey of Frs. Redempt and
Benignus via Aleppo and Baghdad to Isfahan—impatience and indignation of *Abbas I over
the failure of Christian sovereigns to take hostile action against the Turks expressed in audiences
given to the Carmelites—long narratives of the manner of these audiences—description by the
Fathers named of Isfahan and the Shah—Fr. Vincent goes to Rome, 1610, in connection with
a foundation at Hurmuz—the Shah’s remonstrance to the Pope—'Abbas I sends Fr. John
Thaddeus as his envoy to Europe via Muscovy—the Carmelite Religious is kept a prisoner or
hostage in Astrakhan for three years, finally released after threats from *Abbas I .

The Syrian Michelangelo Coray, Tuscan envoy—more Carmelite recruits—Fr. Vincent
returns from Europe—he founds a hospice at Hurmuz, and goes to Goa, endeavouring to secure
a footing for the Carmelites there—Fr. Antonio da Gouvea (as Bishop of Cyrene) returns to
Persia, becomes involved in altercation with *Abbas I over the consignments of silk for sale—
Armenians made to suffer by forced conversion to Islam—the Bishop of Cyrene escapes to the
coast—Frs. Redempt and Bartholomew visit the ‘Katholikos’ at Echmiadzin to deliver Papal
Brief—their reception—they go on to see the Uniat (Catholic) Armenians in Nakhchiwan
district—worsening of relations between Persians and Portuguese in Hurmuz—Imam Quli
Khan, the viceroy of Fars, attacks Portuguese fort at Gambrun—Frs. Leander and Louis Francis
deputed by him to Hurmuz to make demands

‘Count’ Robert Sherley returns to Isfahan, 1615, and is at once sent back by *Abbas I to
Europe, accompanied by Fr. Redempt—itinerary between Isfahan and Hurmuz—Sherley well
received at Hurmuz, where he takes back Portuguese prisoners released by Persians—Sherley
and Fr. Redempt at Goa, negotiations with the viceroy—their voyage to Lisbon—Fr. Redempt
instructed by Spanish Court to return to Persia, 1619, but dies—the Spanish ambassador, Don
Garcia de Silva, in Persia z & : :
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