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from the sarrafs,”” using taxes that were to be collected as collateral. The

immediate and major concern of the state was the availability of cash
provided by the loans. Thus, financing the daily operations of the Ottoman
Empire became a tripartite affair, bringing the sarrafs into ever more direct
contact with the Ottoman state itself.

Under the iltizam system it was invariably the miiltezim who collected
taxes in the provinces as representatives of the government, but Armenian
sarrafs were given full and direct responsibility in the collection of customs
duties. While it is not clear why the sarrafs could collect duties but not
taxes, a partial explanation of this phenomenon may lie in the fact that the
collection of duties by Armenian sarrafs was limited to major ports such as
Istanbul, Izmir, and such major commercial centers as Aleppo and Erzurum.
To cite but two instances: in 1802 Hovhannes Celebi Diuzian had acquired
the right to collect customs duties on silk,”® and in 1847, a company headed
by Mgrditch Amira Djezayirlian and Maksud Amira Sarimian was granted
permission to collect import duties at ports in Istanbul and Izmir.”

Other sarrafs were jewelers and goldsmiths. In this capacity they ser-
ved the palace, providing members of the sultan’s family with jewelry. The
kuyumcu, i.e. “goldsmith,” sarraf had to have the capital as well as the
knowledge necessary for the profession. According to a Turkish historian,
the kuyumcubasi, chief goldsmith, and all the goldsmith sarrafs were Arme-
nian.*® Most of these sarrafs had goldsmiths work for them. In some provin-
ces, goldsmithing was a special trade with hundreds of years of tradition and
many professional secrets. A case in point is goldsmithing in the city and
province of Van. According to one source, the profession had seven subdivi-
sions, each with its specific task.”’ Much the same was true in Divrig, a town
near Sebastia, where goldsmithing among Armenians was a highly develo-
ped and specialized craft. The specialty of the trade in Divrig lay in the sec-
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