
THE ROLE OF AMIRAS IN THE OTTOMAN STATE 

 

69 

gold coin, called findik altini, literally “hazel nut gold.” The first to take 
steps to modernize the operation of the mint was Hagop Çelebi Diuzian who, 
in 1843, imported from England steam-powered engines to cut gold and 
silver coins. The following year the new coins known as mecidiye were 
introduced to the public.45 His successor and relative Mihran Çelebi Diuzian 
continued the modernization process. According to Süleyman Sudi Efendi, 
who was familiar with its operations, the founders of the modernized mint 
were Hagop and Mihran Diuzian or Düzoģlu, as the family was known in 
governmental circles.46 

The mint had always had Armenian employees. The renowned 
traveler Evliya Çelebi had recorded that the die-casters were “Christians and 
very honest,” the smelters (or refiners) were Jews.47 After the mint came 
under Diuzians’ control the number of its Armenian employees increased.48 

High level personnel, especially those with technical skills, were Armenian, 
and there are many references to Armenians holding technical positions at 
the mint.49 Indeed, the complete control of the operation of the mint by the 
Armenian director and his immediate subordinates is reflected by the fact 
that the records of the mint were kept in Turkish written in Armenian 
characters that only Armenians could read.50 These records of the mint were 
only recently discovered, after some bales had been burned as waste paper.51 

While the employees received lifetime appointments from the govern-
ment, the collector of revenues held his position on a yearly basis, with the 
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